
Police Systems 
CJUS 3300.900/950 

Fall 2020 
 
Instructor Information    
 
Jordan Russell, M.S.          
E-mail: Jordan.Russell@unt.edu 
Email expectations: When sending an email, please put the COURSE NUMBER (CJUS 3300) in the subject 
line of the email. Only emails sent from your UNT email account (username@my.unt.edu) will receive a 
response. Please allow 48 hours of turnaround time (weekdays) for your email inquiries when contacting 
either the instructor or the TA. Also, to ensure that you receive timely course related correspondence, 
make sure your official email address at UNT is forwarded to your preferred email address. 
   
For questions, please first email the Graduate Student Assistant, Ms. Madison Green at 
Madison.Green@unt.edu.  
 
Welcome to UNT! 
 
As members of the UNT community, we have all made a commitment to be part of an institution that 
respects and values the identities of the students and employees with whom we interact. UNT does not 
tolerate identity-based discrimination, harassment, and retaliation. UNT’s full Non-Discrimination Policy 
can be found in the UNT Policies section of the syllabus. 

 
Course Description 

This course focuses on the role and function of police through the years.  Special emphasis will be placed 

on lessons learned from the past, and their applications to current and future policing practices. 

Course Objectives 

After completing the course students will: 

 Demonstrate a working understanding of the origins and evolution of American policing 

 Articulate an understanding of the nature and characteristics of policing in a democracy and 

under federalism 

 Explain the role of police in the in the criminal justice process; particularly during the pretrial, 

trial, and post-trial phase 

 Identify differences between police departments and other types of organizations, and describe 

both traditional and contemporary approaches to organization. 

 Identify at least two caveats that police applicants should be aware of before entering the 

profession. 

 Define intelligence-led policing and evidenced based policing and provide examples of each. 

 Define existing rules concerning interrogations undertaken by law enforcement officers and the 

in-court admissibility of obtained confessions. 

 Understand the history and contemporary use of forensic investigative techniques. 
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 Identify emerging crimes, police futurist groups, and possible techniques for forecasting the 

future. 

 

Students will successfully demonstrate the attainment of these objectives through quizzes, exams, and 

written assignments 

Required Text 

Johnstone, P. (2014). Crime and Policing Crime (2nd). Dubuque, IA: Kendall Hunt. 

ISBN 9781465248534 

 

Course Notes and Recommendations 

Please make sure to have your official UNT email forwarded to your preferred email address (if different) 

to receive important updates, changes, announcements, class cancellations (if applicable), and generally, 

so I can reach you if necessary.   

Before emailing Ms. Green or myself with a question, make sure to review this syllabus, schedule and 

welcome statement.  Most questions are answered in these documents.  

The announcement board in Canvas, and email, will be used for primary communication to the class as a 

whole. I advise you check the announcements section frequently.   

Important: It is your responsibility to utilize a computer system that works and is compatible with the 

UNT online system/Canvas. This is especially critical during examination times.  I would recommend that 

you take your exams on the UNT campus if possible.  If that is not possible, I would recommend you 

avoid waiting until the last minute to take your exam in case problems arise. Do not take your exams on 

mobile devices such as smartphones or tablets.  

Course Requirements  

Exams: 2  

 Midterm @ 30 points 

 Final @ 50 points 
Unit Quizzes: 13 @ 10 points each 
Discussions: 4 @ 20 points each 
 
Grading Scale 
 
A= 261 - 290 points 
B= 232 - 260 points 
C= 203 - 231 points 
D= 174 - 202 points 
F= Less than 173 points 
 
Please note that grades will be calculated based on points earned in the course, not a percentage. I 
reserve the right to resolve borderline grades, but only if students have completed all the assignments 
in the course. 
 



Exams: The midterm exam will be comprised of 30 multiple choice and true/false questions. The 

midterm exam will be worth a total of 30 points. The final exam is comprehensive and will be comprised 

of 50 multiple choice and true/false questions. The final comprehensive exam will be worth 50 points.  

Exam will cover textbook readings and other material covered in this course. Exam are not timed, but 

they must be completed during their scheduled window. Dates for each exam can be found on the 

course schedule in Canvas.  

Unit Quizzes: Each unit quiz contains 10 multiple choice and true/ false questions to be completed in 30 

minutes. Quizzes may only be accessed once, and may not be retaken. Dates for when each is available 

can be found on the course schedule in Canvas.   

Quiz material comes from the required textbook, and not all quiz material is covered in the online unit 

modules. Therefore, it is essential that you read the corresponding chapter prior to attempting the unit 

quiz.   

Discussions: Each student will be required to participate in 4 discussions throughout the course. These 

discussions will first require you to post an answer to the questions posed by me. Be clear and detailed 

in answering the questions. These posts should be 2-3 paragraphs long (a paragraph is at least four 

complete sentences) and will be worth 10 points. All posts should consist of an “informed discussion”, 

and not merely a statement of opinion or agreement.  They will be evaluated using the following 

criteria:  depth of explanation/critical thought, incorporation of material from the course and other 

sources to support the posting, and quality of writing (spelling, grammar and punctuation). The use of 

outside sources is permitted, but they must be cited using APA format.  Please remember that anything 

that is not an original thought of yours must be cited, even if it is not a direct quote.  This portion of the 

assignment is referred to as “Post.” 

Each student must then appropriately and professionally respond to at least one other student’s post. 

These responses should constructively critique the post. Consider: what makes sense about your 

classmate’s post? What flaws can you see in the post? These responses should also be 2-3 paragraphs 

long and will be worth 10 points. This portion of the assignment is referred to as “Response.” 

An excellent post and response: Adequately addresses all components of the question with full 

explanations, exceeds minimum word requirement (for post and response), arguments are supported 

with properly documented empirical sources (APA format), and has no significant spelling and grammar 

issues.  

IMPORTANT: Discussion questions are designed to assess your comprehension and understanding of 

course materials, not a description of your personal opinion regarding the topics we’ll be discussing. You 

will be graded on your original content (level of critical thought/analysis, quality of factual support for 

your position) and quality of writing (spelling, punctuation, grammar). If any information that is not an 

original thought of yours is included in a discussion response, regardless of where it came from, that 

information needs to be cited using APA format. 

**You must cite any sources you use when constructing your discussion board responses, whether it is 

the course textbook, a scholarly journal, a website, a television show, etc.** 

 



Does Spelling Count? 

Yes it does.  An individual’s ability to effectively communicate in writing is a reflection on their 

competence and credibility.  Persons entering the field of criminal justice should strive to be seen as 

both competent and credible.  Attention to detail is necessary to achieve that goal.  As professionals in 

the field your work will be judged not only by what you say, but perhaps to a greater degree, by how 

you say it.  Please review all written assignments prior to submission for proper grammar and spelling. 

APA Citations: Discussion posts and responses will require students to cite the sources used. Even if the 

source used is the course textbook, it must be cited. Some course discussion assignments will ask 

students to do their own outside research, for which a citation is required. Posts/responses without 

citations may be considered an act of academic dishonesty and can result in the failure of the course.   

APA citation guide: https://guides.library.unt.edu/citations-style-guides/apa 

 

Course Outline* 

UNIT 1A   A Brief History of Crime 

UNIT 1B  The Development of Common Law; police forces, judges and juries 

UNIT 2A   Homicide and Assaults 

UNIT 2B   Kidnapping and Abduction 

UNIT 2C   Theft, Burglary and Robbery 

UNIT2D Drug Trafficking and Challenges for Enforcement Agencies 

UNIT 3A   The History of Policing    

 

Mid-Term Exam 

 

UNIT 3B   Policing Around the World 

UNIT 4    Law Enforcement in the U.S. 

UNIT 5    Federal Agencies 

UNIT 6A   Forensics and Technology History 

UNIT 6B   Forensics Today and Tomorrow 

UNIT 7    Future Trends 

 

*See course schedule for dates/deadlines.   

 

Course/UNT Policies and Guidelines  

Technical Assistance 

Part of working in the online environment involves dealing with the inconveniences and frustration that 

can arise when technology breaks down or does not perform as expected. Here at UNT we have a Student 

Help Desk that you can contact for help with Canvas or other technology issues.  

UIT Help Desk: UIT Student Help Desk site (http://www.unt.edu/helpdesk/index.htm) 

Email: helpdesk@unt.edu      

Phone: 940-565-2324 
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In Person: Sage Hall, Room 130 

Walk-In Availability: 8am-9pm 

Telephone Availability: 

 Sunday: noon-midnight 

 Monday-Thursday: 8am-midnight  

 Friday: 8am-8pm 

 Saturday: 9am-5pm 

Laptop Checkout: 8am-7pm 

 

For additional support, visit Canvas Technical Help (https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-10554-

4212710328) 

 

Make-Up Policy 

There will be no opportunities to make up any missed coursework with the exception of authorized 

absences according to University policies prescribing authorized absences in certain situations. I reserve 

the right to consider extreme circumstances and modify this rule. Students should notify me prior to 

missing an assignment, if possible. Those in athletics, those who are absent for religious holidays, and/or 

those involved in other school supported activities that require being absent from class will be allowed 

to make up assignments if proper procedures are followed in requesting an excused absence. I must 

have written documentation in advance that you will be away from class for the absence to be excused.  

Authorized Absences 

Absences are authorized only in cases of participation in school sponsored activities and/or religious 

holidays.  For an excused absence due to a school sponsored activity, students must be approved in 

advance by the department chair and academic dean.  Within three days after the absence, students must 

obtain authorized absence cards from the Dean of Students for presentation to instructor. Students who 

wish to request an excused absence for religious holidays can do so and will be excused from class as long 

as they make a request within the required time frame set by the University (see the most recent 

undergraduate catalog).  Notification must be in writing so that I may have it for my records.  You must 

arrange to make up any work missed during the excused religious absence or school sponsored activity. 

COVID-19 Impact on Attendance 

While attendance is expected as outlined above, it is important for all of us to be mindful of the health 

and safety of everyone in our community, especially given concerns about COVID-19. Please contact me 

if you are unable to attend class because you are ill, or unable to attend class due to a related issue 

regarding COVID-19. It is important that you communicate with me prior to being absent so I may make a 

decision about accommodating your request to be excused from class. 

If you are experiencing any symptoms of COVID-19 (https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-

ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html) please seek medical attention from the Student Health and 

Wellness Center (940-565-2333 or askSHWC@unt.edu) or your health care provider PRIOR to coming to 

campus. UNT also requires you to contact the UNT COVID Hotline at 844-366-5892 or COVID@unt.edu for 

guidance on actions to take due to symptoms, pending or positive test results, or potential exposure.  
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While attendance is an important part of succeeding in this class, your own health, and those of others in 

the community, is more important. 

Statement on Face Covering 

Face coverings are required in all UNT facilities. If you are unable to wear a face covering due to a disability, 

please contact the Office of Disability Access to request an accommodation. UNT face covering 

requirements are subject to change due to community health guidelines. Any changes will be 

communicated via the instructor. 

Academic Dishonesty/Integrity 

All students are required to conduct themselves with utmost honesty and integrity in all aspects related 

to this course.  Any act of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated and may result in failing the course.  

Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, cheating on a test, plagiarism, and collusion – the 

unauthorized collaboration with another person in preparing work offered for course credit.   

Grade Appeals 

Please keep all your graded work.  You cannot, under any circumstance, dispute a grade on an exam or 

assignment if you cannot provide the original copy.  Should you have any discrepancy with a grade you 

receive, you must submit a written complaint and meet with me within one week of receiving the grade.  

Bring the original copy of the exam or assignment to this meeting.  Written complaints must address 

specific comments and/or grading criteria.  Filing an appeal does not guarantee that your grade will be 

changed.  Grades are not verbally negotiable. 

Disabled Student Policy 

Any student in this class may request learning assistance by submitting a written statement that 

describes the nature of your impairment and any specific accommodations you may need.  Should you 

need assistance please contact the Dean of Students’ Office at http://www.dos.unt.edu/index.html or 

by calling (940) 565-2648. 

SPOT Participation  

The SPOT evaluation is a requirement for all organized classes at UNT. This short survey will be made 

available to you at the end of the semester, providing you a chance to comment on how this class is 

taught.  I am very interested in the feedback I get from students, as I work to continually improve my 

teaching. I consider the SPOT to be an important part of your participation in this class.  

Student Behavior and University Policy: 

Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' 

opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum 

at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the 

instructor may refer the student to the Center for Student Rights and Responsibilities to consider 

whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct.  The university's expectations for 

student conduct apply to all instructional forums, including university and electronic classroom, labs, 

discussion groups, field trips, etc.  The Code of Student Conduct can be found at www.unt.edu/csrr 
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Participation and Online Behavior 

To be successful at learning and understanding the material in this class, it is essential that you read and 

complete the assigned material and engage in thoughtful online discussions.  Your active participation, 

along with your willingness to engage in thoughtful discussions regarding crime and justice in the United 

States will be taken into account at all times during the semester.   

An online classroom, at least during times of online discussion, is a place to express varying ideas, opinions, 

and engage in thoughtful discussions.  Students will respect the views and opinions of others at all times 

or their status in the course will be examined.  In sum, simply be appropriate during online interactions. 

Each student brings diverse insight and perspectives, and that can make for a very interesting and lively 

discussion forum, but just please be appropriate and respectful of others.  Please review the 

undergraduate catalog concerning conduct which adversely affects the university community.   

Syllabus Changes 

I reserve the right and have the discretion to change this syllabus.  While every effort will be made to 

follow this syllabus as closely as possible, it is sometimes the case that the syllabus must be modified.  In 

the case that the syllabus needs to be adjusted, I will announce such adjustments to the class.  I will make 

every effort to ensure that any changes to the syllabus benefit the class as a whole. It is the student’s 

responsibility to check announcements/email so that any and all syllabus changes are documented.  

Failure to obtain syllabus changes because of failure to check and read announcements does not 

constitute a defense against missed assignments, test dates, and other applicable changes.   

Miscellaneous: 

The material posted online is my personal intellectual property or that of the University of North Texas.  

You may not utilize the material for other than class purposes.   

Office of Disability Accommodation  

The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. 

Students seeking reasonable accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability 

Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with a 

reasonable accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your 

specific needs in a course. You may request reasonable accommodations at any time, however, ODA 

notices of reasonable accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any 

delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of reasonable accommodation for 

every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. Students 

are strongly encouraged to deliver letters of reasonable accommodation during faculty office hours or by 

appointment. Faculty members have the authority to ask students to discuss such letters during their 

designated office hours to protect the privacy of the student.   

Students can access resources and information regarding disability accommodations in the Academic 

Support tab in Blackboard Learn. For additional information see the Office of Disability Accommodation 

website at http://www.unt.edu/oda. You may also contact them by phone at 940.565.4323. 

UNT Compliance with F-1 Visa Students Taking Online Courses 
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To comply with immigration regulations, an F-1 visa holder within the United States may need to engage 

in an on-campus experiential component for this course. This component (which must be approved in 

advance by the instructor) can include activities such as taking an on-campus exam, participating in an on-

campus lecture or lab activity, or other on-campus experience integral to the completion of this course. 

If such an on-campus activity is required, it is the student’s responsibility to do the following: 

(1) Submit a written request to the instructor for an on-campus experiential component within one week 

of the start of the course. 

(2) Ensure that the activity on campus takes place and the instructor documents it in writing with a notice 

sent to the International Student and Scholar Services Office.  ISSS has a form available that you may use 

for this purpose. 

Because the decision may have serious immigration consequences, if an F-1 student is unsure about his 

or her need to participate in an on-campus experiential component for this course, s/he should contact 

the UNT International Student and Scholar Services Office (telephone 940-565-2195 or email 

internationaladvising@unt.edu) to get clarification before the one-week deadline. 

 

PLEASE SEE COURSE SCHEDULE FOR UNIT DATES AND ASSIGNMENT DEADLINES.  
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